
ACTS 14.1-28 
Recap 
1st Missionary journey: Antioch (HS & Church), Paul, Barnabas and JM -> Cyprus 
-> Turkish coast (JM departs) -> Antioch. Now Iconium -> Lystra -> Derbe -> 
coast -> Syrian Antioch 
 
vv. 1-7. 
Repeated pattern of response to the Gospel – Iconium (160km from Antioch),  

- Initial enthusiasm by many, Jew and Gentile 
-  hostility – esp. from rulers, Jewish -> Gentile “made their minds evil” 
- Paul and Barnabas persist for as long as possible (“a long time”), 

presumably with some success as opposition mounts. 
- Word and signs & wonders 
- The mission is driven to other places  

The Gospel, faithfully preached, always divides 
First minds are poisoned, then abuse issues, and then stones are picked up  
Opposition to the Gospel unites those otherwise divided (Jew and Gentile, vv. 
2,5, 19) 
 
vv. 8-18 
Revered – Lystra.1 (29km from Iconium) 
Crippled man’s faith came by hearing; then healing possible because of his 
faith. Apparently he is the one man whose salvation is recorded at Lystra, 
though know others must have come to faith, incl. Timothy (16.1) 
 
Cf. Peter and John’s healing of cripple “lame from birth” in Acts 3  

- Looked at intently v. “directed their gaze at him” (3.4). 
- commended for his faith (cf. 3.16)  
- sprang/leapt up   

Enthusiastic, though misdirected, response from the Gentile/pagan crowd 

• Irony that Jews in Iconium rejected Barnabas and Paul whereas 
pagans hail them as gods! 

The crowds acclaimed as gods – Barnabas = Zeus; Paul = Hermes cf. 12.22f. 

• Latin poet Ovid  - Metamorphoses (c.10 BC) - an ancient legend. Zeus 
and son Hermes once visited the hill country of Phrygia, disguised as 
mortal men. In their disguise they sought hospitality but were 
rebuffed a thousand times. At last, however, they were offered a tiny 
cottage thatched with straw and reeds from the marsh. Here lived an 
elderly peasant couple called Philemon and Baucis, who entertained 



them out of their poverty. Later the gods rewarded them,  but 
destroyed by flood the homes which would not take them in.  

• BUT “The good news is not of human beings with godlike abilities 
(cf.10.26 Cornelius falling at Peter’s feet), but of the living God, 
Creator of everything…  
The gospel is first about God, and about God and creation; the 
message about Jesus follows from that cf. Rom. 1.20-23, and the need 
for Gentiles to make the same initial turn from a false understanding 
of God to the living God is reflected in 1 Thess 1.9” (Dunn) 

Key points: 
1. They are not the good news, but bearers of the good news – proclaiming 

the living God cf. Herod in ch. 12! 
2. Call to repent “from these vain things” and turn to the living God 
3. Appealed to the witness they already had: Natural theology  

 
Paul’s message fanned the flames of their adulation => blind ignorance. 
  
Note Paul’s flexibility in preaching: 

• To the Jews and God-fearers in Antioch he preaches from the Hebrew 
scriptures, which are fulfilled in Jesus the Christ 

• To this illiterate Gentile audience he begins with what they do know, and 
can see – creation.  

• He also points out the folly of their idolatrous ways and calls them to 
repent 

 
v.19 
Reviled – Lystra 2 
Jews travelled from Antioch (>160km) and Iconium (29km), persuaded the 
crowds against Paul, and stoned Paul (see 2 Cor 11.25; 2 Tim 3.11  
i.e. the stoning planned in Iconium carried out at Lystra.  
 
Shows the fickleness of ignorant crowds, though it was the Jews who did the 
stoning 
Shows hatred of Jews towards Paul 
 
 
 
 
 
 



20-21a 
Resurrected – Lystra 3 and Derbe 
Paul rose up, entered the city, and the next day went on with Barnabas to 
Derbe (95km away). 
Cf. 2 Cor 4.9 “persecuted but not forsaken, struck down but not destroyed” 
Preached and made many disciples in Derbe (no mention of signs and 
wonders). 
Johnson: Paul’s recovery from attack is not about his irresistible power so 
much as his indefatigable faith and loyalty. Paul does not return to the city in 
triumph to best his opponents in a contest of wonders.  
 
 
vv.21b-23 
Revisited 
Returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 
 NB. would have been a lot easier, quicker and safer to head back to 

(Syrian) Antioch via Tarsus. See too Acts 15.36 re Paul’s concern to visit 
and encourage the churches he has established.  

• strengthening the souls of the disciples 

• encouraging them to continue in the faith 

• saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 
God 

• appointed elders in every church, and with prayer and fasting 
committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed 

 
Courageous men  
Did not wilt under pressure  
Showed great loyalty to their new converts 
Their goal was not to get home in as expeditious a fashion as possible, but 
rather to complete their initial pastoral tasks, making sure all their hard work 
was not for nothing 
 
Paul’s call on Damascus Rd continues to be fulfilled – 9.15f. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



vv.24-28   
Reunited - Perga & Antioch 
Through Pisidia to Pamphylia, speaking the word in Perga, 
Set sail from Attalia, for Antioch (on Orontes) where they had been 
commended to the grace of God for the work they had fulfilled. 
 
Had been away for the best part of two years, and had “fulfilled/completed” 
the work for which they had been commended to the grace of God 
 
Gathered all the church and declared all that God had done with them, and 
how he had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles. 
 Emphasis is on God’s work 
Remained “no little time with the disciples” (in Antioch.) 
 Had resumed their leadership roles 
 

 
 
1. Preach faithfully,  

sensitive to context/audience,  
and pray God will grant signs and wonders 

2. Expect mixed responses:  

• true faith 

• false faith/misunderstanding  where no repentance and turning to 
Christ, esp. where signs and wonders concerned 

• opposition 

• persecution 
3. Look for people of faith 
4. Stay humble – pointing to living God, not self 
5. Pastor – encouraging and exhorting 
6. Complete the work 
7. Report back to the church 

Accountability 
Giving glory to God – noting what he is doing  

 
Suggested Discussion Questions 

1. How do you begin to share your faith with someone totally unchurched, 
i.e. someone who knows next to nothing about the Bible, Jesus or the 
Christian faith? Where would you start, and why?  

2. How could you present creation/the universe as evidence for God? 



3. What do you think Paul mean when he talks about “the living God”? 
How would you explain this to a non-believer today? 

4. What do you see as the most important aspects of Paul and Barnabas’ 
relationship with the church at (Syrian) Antioch? Is this model of 
partnership in mission still relevant today? 

5. What is the “work” God has called you to do?  
What will it take for you to complete it? 
Do you see this work as a part of the mission of this parish? e.g. do you 
seek prayer cover? 
Do you understand it as a life’s work or more like a short-term task?  
If the latter, will you be looking for another work to do when this one is 
completed?  

6. When did you last share a testimony about something the Lord has 
done? To whom/where? Do you have a testimony to share with the 
group (or church)  today? 


