Sermon — 1 November 2020

The Time of the End

12 “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall
be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time
your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 2And many
of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame
and everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above;
and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. *But you, Daniel, shut up
the words and seal the book, until the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge

shall increase.” !
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1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Da 12:1-4). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.

2 Septuaginta: With morphology. (1979). (electronic ed., Da 12:1-4). Stuttgart: Deutsche
Bibelgesellschaft.
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Your Sorrow Will Turn into Joy

16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” 7 So
some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will
not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because | am going to the Father’?”
1850 they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking
about.” ¥ Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking
yourselves, what | meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little while
and you will see me’? 2Truly, truly, | say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will
rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 2 When a woman is giving birth, she
has sorrow because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer
remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22So also you have
sorrow now, but | will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from
you. 21In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, | say to you, whatever you ask of the
Father in my name, he will give it to you. 2 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and
you will receive, that your joy may be full. 3
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3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 16:16—24). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.

4 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M.
(1993). The Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jn 16:16-24). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft.
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Greeting

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons:
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Thanksgiving and Prayer

3] thank my God in all my remembrance of you, *always in every prayer of mine for you all making
my prayer with joy, ®> because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. ®And |
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because | hold you in my heart, for you are all
partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. ® And it is
my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, ¥°so
that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, *filled
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. ®

1 NadAog kat TyoBeoc SoiloL Xplotod Incol Moy Toig dyiotg év Xplotd® 1nood Toic oloL €v
@O W\irutoLg oLV €mokomnolg kat Slakovolg, 2 xapLg UKy kal eiprivn and 800 matpog AUOV Kat Kuplou
Inool Xpiotodl.

3 E0xapLot® t@® Be® pou €mi maon T KUvelg DUV 4 mavtoTte v tdon 6enoeL pou UMEP TTAVIWY
U@V, PeTd xopdg THV 6€NOLV TOLOUKEVOC, 5 &L T KOoWwvig UMV €1G TO gbayyEALOV ATO TG
npwIng AUEPag &xpl tod viv, 6 memolBwg autd Tolto, OTL O Evapéapevoc év LIV £pyov dyaBov
gruteléoel axpL NUéEpag Xplotol Inool- 7 kabwg éotiv Sikatov £pol tolito ppovelv UMEP MAVIWY
OU@V 81 TO EXeL Pe év i) kKapdig UGG, Ev Te TOTG SeoUOTG Hou Kal £v Tfj dnoloyiqa kal BeBalwoel
100 e0ayyeAiou cUYKOWWVOUC HOU TAC XAPLTOG AVTAC UUAG OVTaG. 8 HAPTUC VAP Lou O B£0C WG
EmumoB® navrog UUAg €v omAdyxvolg Xplotol Inocol. 9 kal tolito mpooeuyouat, va 1) dyamnn VPGV
£TL pdAAov Kal pdAAov Tteplooeln v EmLyvwoel Kal maon aioBnoet 10 i¢ 10 SoKIUATeY UUAEG TA
Sladépovta, tva Ate eIAKPLVETS Kal drpdokomot €ic fuépav Xptotod, 11 memAnpwHéVOL KAPTOV
Sikatoouvng tov 8L Incol Xplotod eig¢ §6€av kai Ematvov Bgod. ©

5 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Php 1:1-11). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.

® Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M.
(1993). The Greek New Testament (27th ed., Php 1). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft.
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Sermon — 1 November 2020

Introduction

Philippi

Roman colony. Population boosted by veterans from the Roman civil wars ~ 50BC

Rome getting too crowded. Importing food. No new land.

Strong attachment to Rome. A centre of the imperial cult.

Large population of slaves, maybe up to 50%

Very few Jewish inhabitants. Appears to be no Synagogue. Conversion of Lydia — wealthy woman.
After casting out a spirit of divination from a girl, arrested, beaten and thrown into jail.
Miraculous escape for the chains with the resultant conversion of the Jailer.

Paul plays the Roman citizen card.

The “alarm” of the magistrates was understandable (v. 38). Abuse of the rights of a Roman citizen
was a serious offense. Magistrates could be removed from office for such; a municipality could have
its rights reduced. For instance, the emperor could deprive Philippi of all the privileges of its colony
status for such an offense.’

Paul spent a short time in Philippi, but managed to establish a church, and now we have a letter Paul
writes to them.

The church remained strong into the second century. Its location on the Via Ignatia made it ideally
suited for hospitality to travelers. Fifty years after Paul’s letter to the church, Ignatius was escorted
to Rome by Roman soldiers to be tried for his faith in Christ and he was comforted by the church at
Philippi on the way.?

The letter is written when Paul is now in prison. Awaiting trial. Not place of punishment.
Situations.

Gentiles

Women

Generosity

Loyalty

Although written when Paul is in prison, the letter resounds with joy.

7 Polhill, J. B. (1992). Acts (Vol. 26, p. 357). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

& Melick, R. R. (1991). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Vol. 32, p. 29). Nashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers.
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Paul expresses his thankfulness to the church, and pleas for unity.

The letter sent by Epaphroditus who was returning to Philippi after taking their gift to Paul. He had
become very ill while visiting Paul and has recovered and is on his way home. Paul intends to send
Timothy to them a bit later on and hopes himself to come depending on the outcome of his trial.

V1

Describing himself and Timothy as slaves. No need to assert his authority as apostle. Takes the
humblest role. Slave — person whose only identity is that of his or her master.

How would you describe your relationship to Jesus?

Paul often prepares his hearers for the major topics in the early sentences of his letters. He will
remind them that they are to take the lowest place, because their Lord himself took upon himself
the lowest place. They are not to think of promotion but of demotion.

Slavery was a commonplace feature of the Roman world of the first century and a fact of life seldom
guestioned or challenged (OCD, 843-44; A. A. Ruprecht, “Slave, Slavery,” DPL, 881-83; K. Hopkins
[with P. J. Roscoe], Conquerors and Slaves; L. Adkins and R. A. Adkins, Ancient Greece, 412—13).
There was no autonomy for the slave. His own will was totally subject to the will of another, so that
he was a person with “no right of personal choice” (R. Rengstorf, TDNT 2:261). The service he
provided was not voluntary but forced. He was totally in bondage to the claims of his master. He had
no rights and no freedoms.®

How do you introduce yourself?

Mentions holy ones and roles of authority and service in the church. Overseers (bishops) and
deacons. Church began to adopt formal structures early. Also Paul’s calling church members “saints”
shows great respect. Setting an example.

Grace and peace — combination of Greek and Hebrew greetings. But has theological importance.
Peace through the grace of God.

V3-11 one sentence. Main clause “I give thanks to God every time | think of you.”

Thankful even though the unity of the church was being threatened through internal conflict,
particularly between two women. His concern for unity evident in all his letters. When people fall
out then the unity of the church is strained as people begin to take sides! Paul’s solution is that,
rather than taking sides, mature Christians should seek to help the parties resolve the matter.

He makes his prayer with joy. Joy is a major theme. In prison, cold smelly relying on others Paul’s
letter expresses great joy and he encourages other to be joyful. Later on he will say rejoice in the
Lord, again | say rejoice. All this despite his terrible circumstances.

How do you react when circumstances are bad, you are treated badly by others?

The reason for Paul’s expression of Joy — their partnership — koinonia — in the Gospel from the first
day until now. Paul is probably thinking of the support he had received. Welcomed into Lydia’s home
in Philippi, the gift sent, Epaphroditus sent to look after Paul. It is not only their affection for Paul but
their fellowship IN THE GOSPEL. They supported Paul in his work as an apostle.

% Hawthorne, G. F. (2004). Philippians (Vol. 43, p. 5). Dallas: Word, Incorporated.
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What is our fellowship in the Gospel?

Having looked from the past to the present he now looks to the future. Paul prays not only with joy,
but also with confidence.

“l am sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ.”

The goal of the Good work begun in the Philippian Christians is that it is brought to completion at the
day of Jesus Christ. Our salvation, begun now, is only completed when Christ returns.

For when God is involved, whatever he begins already has the end in sight. The completed state
already exists in the divine initiation. It is the nature of God that this be so. For what God creates he
brings to completion (cf. Isa 48:12, 13; 44:6). So if God calls the community to faith, he stands also at
the end of the call to bring each member to the desired goal of their faith—the salvation of their
souls (cf. 1 Thess 5:24; see also 1 Cor 1:8, 9; 2 Cor 1:8; 2 Thess 3:3; cf. Gnilka).°

The place of the resurrection in the announcement of the Gospel! For many, the primary expression
of the Gospel concerns our relationship with God now. That was not the Gospel preached by Paul. It
concerned the belief in the resurrection and the “day of the Lord”. Without the belief that the end
gaol concerns the resurrection of the body, there is no hope in the Gospel.

Two things that were preached. Jesus & resurrection. The place of Jesus as the one with absolute
authority and the future resurrection when he returns in power.

“It is right that | should feel this way about you” not “feel” but “think, feel and act”

All these activities of recollection, perception, accounting for, and hopeful anticipation, are included
in the phrase translated as “exercising judgment” in v. 7. Because the Greek word behind this
translation is so crucial to the argument of Philippians, | will spend a little time here discussing it.
Opovelv/phronein is very difficult to translate neatly into English. Although not very common in the
NT outside of Philippians, the verb and its noun form ¢povnaig/phronésis are quite common in
Greek, particularly in discussions of the moral life. The verb occurs ten times in Philippians, often at
crucial places. In 2:2 (where it is used twice) and in 4:2 it describes an activity which is essential for
the Philippians to engage in if they are to be unified in the ways Paul wishes. In 2:5 it reflects the
patterns of thinking, feeling, and acting the Philippians are to embody in conformity to Christ. In
3:15-19 ¢dpoveiv/phronein occurs 3 times, again to talk about a comprehensive pattern of judgment
that involves thinking, feeling, and acting. In 4:10 it occurs twice in reference to the Philippians’
disposition toward Paul, particularly their habit of sending him financial gifts.!*

Reasons — | hold you in my heart OR you hold me in your heart. You are always in my thoughts. |
think about you all the time.

Partakers of grace. Grace is the privilege Paul has to share the Gospel resulting in his imprisonment,
and his defence and confirmation of the Gospel — his preparation for trial. How could one regard
sharing the Gospel as a privilege under these circumstances?

10 Hawthorne, G. F. (2004). Philippians (Vol. 43, p. 25). Dallas: Word, Incorporated.

1 Fowl, S. E. (2005). Philippians (p. 28). Grand Rapids, Ml; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company.
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When ministry gets hard, do you still consider serving Christ as a privilege, or does it become a
bondage?

In his letter Paul is concerned about how Christians think — how they see things — ‘have the same
mind in you that was in Christ”

V8

God is my witness. Paul expresses his deep emotion for the Philippian Christians. In Pauls day people
felt with their guts — the word Paul uses here. The heart was the seat of thinking and decision.

Two requests
That your love may abound more and more with “knowledge and all discernment” Why add this?

Paul knows that if the love they already possess increases steadily (udAAov kol pdAAov, “more and
more”) and continues to abound (neplooeln, “may keep on increasing” —the total context indicates
that the present tense is preferred to the aorist meplooglaon, “may increase”), it will overflow into
deeds of kindness; wrong attitudes and actions toward each other will disappear, and the problems
at Philippi will be resolved (2:3—4; 4:2-3). Paul’s prayer, therefore, borders on exhortation
(Collange).t?

He is also praying for them to abound in a certain type of love, that is, love with knowledge and
discernment. He will soon find it necessary to warn them about the ever-present danger of false
teachers (3:2, 18-19). The Philippians would make themselves easy prey for such teachers if, in the
interest of being loving, they were uncritically to accept everything that these teachers were
presenting.

If we are to follow Aquinas and, ultimately, Paul in this, we will have to shift our notions of love away
from the overly romantic and sentimentalized versions of love so common in our current culture.
Instead we should see love as a “habit.” Love needs to become an established disposition within us.
This does not simply happen overnight. Rather, love becomes a habit for us as we undergo spiritual
formation. Over time through prayer, contemplation, and action we become loving people. To the
extent that such a disposition becomes stable within us, we have developed that habit of love. Then
that love informs our judgments and actions so that they generate knowledge and moral wisdom. In
this way abounding love leads to knowledge and moral wisdom. Paul’s claim in v. 7 also
demonstrated this. Remember that Paul’s wisdom and judgments about the Philippians and God’s
action in their lives are expressed in the context of prayer and thanksgiving and supported by the
love he has for them.

We should be keenly aware of this danger. How often the church today has refused to stand against
doctrinal error because someone argued that we must be loving! And, of course, love was
understood to mean being agreeable and tolerant.

12 Hawthorne, G. F. (2004). Philippians (Vol. 43, p. 30). Dallas: Word, Incorporated.

13 Fowl, S. E. (2005). Philippians (p. 33). Grand Rapids, Ml; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company.
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No one believed more firmly in love than Paul, and yet he did not hesitate to rebuke a fellow apostle
for compromising the truth (Gal. 2:11-21). Paul did this because he understood that love and truth
are not enemies. The most loving thing we can do is stand for the truth in a loving way**

A growing love, fed by proper knowledge and moral insight, enables one to see the best way to live
in light of the day of Christ.?

Discerning what is best develops character. A growing love provides for character development and
completion. As Paul prayed, his thoughts moved to the day of accountability. He prayed that the
Philippians would live in such a way that they would be without blame at that time. In this second
petition, therefore, Paul saw the end of life on earth. As always, the return of the Lord and
Christians’ preparation for it occupied his thoughts. Paul identified through prayer the nature of
complete character, the means to it, and the purpose of it.!®

“They may approve what is best” probably between the Judaizers and the libertines

14 Ellsworth, R. (2004). Opening up Philippians (pp. 19-20). Leominster: Day One Publications.

15 Melick, R. R. (1991). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Vol. 32, p. 66). Nashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers.

16 Melick, R. R. (1991). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Vol. 32, p. 66). Nashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers.
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